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Lisa Kingsley

From: Lisa Farquharson <lisa@thedalleschamber.com>
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2020 9:09 AM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us
Cc: Representative Greg Walden; wyden@wyden.net; Mahr, Dan (Merkley); SEN Findley; 

REP Bonham
Subject: RE: Columbia River / The Dalles and Cold Water Sanctuary
Attachments: ODFW Commission 8.7.2020.pdf

Categories: Forwarded to Fish

Good Morning Commissioners 
 
The Dalles Area Chamber represents almost 500 Business Members and approximately 6500 employees. We 
service 80,000 in this region that has been hit like many communities due to COVID-19 but what you are 
proposing will further damage our economy permanently. I urge you to read our attached letter of concerns in 
regards to your meeting today.  
 
Thank you, 
 
--  

Lisa Farquharson 

President / CEO  
The Dalles Area Chamber of Commerce 
Local: 541.296.2231 | Cell: 541‐240‐1050 
thedalleschamber.com | exploreTheDalles.com 
 
 
  
 



 

 

 

The Dalles Area Chamber of Commerce    404 West 2nd Street    The Dalles, Oregon 97058 
541-296-2231   .   800- 255-3385   .   (fax) 541-296-1688 

August 7, 2020 
 
The ODFW Commission 

Becky Hatfield-Hyde 
Jill Zarnowitz 

Robert Spelbrink 
Mark Labhart 
Mary Wahl 
Gregory J. Wolley 

 
Dear Commission Members,  
 
The Dalles Area Chamber of Commerce has been established since 1853 in the gorge. We have been a part of and a strong 
advocate of the changes, growth, and economic impacts for this area. We have almost 500 Chamber Business Members and 
represent approximately 6500 employees. We feel it is time to speak out once again for our community, the gorge, and our 
economy.  
 

We know that there are many factors in the decisions you need to make for preservation, financial  impacts, and the 
preservation of our fish. We also understand that these are never simple decisions and that changes implemented will always 
impact our economy in some shape or form. We, however, feel that a few of the decisions that are before you now are going 
to impact the gorge in a much larger negative economic impact than you may realize. We are here to point out a few 
concerns that we have and feel very strongly you should reconsider or bring more people together for reconsideration.  
 

• Sportfishing is an important and large economic driver for our tourism dollars and one of the top reasons why 

people chose to live in the The Dalles and the Columbia River Gorge. At this time, when our Economic Dollars are 
being stripped away due to the shutdowns, closures, and many other factor due to Covid-19, we cannot afford yet 
another unnecessary shut down for possible dollars to come into our community.  

• Columbia River fisheries are often too managed to prioritize harvests in the ocean and in the lower Columbia River, 
rather than ensuring equitable opportunity for fisheries above Bonneville Dam. Why does our community have to 
have shutdowns, and stricter limitations that any other part of the Columbia? Our community abides by all the rules 
and depend on this fishery to support our community’s economy. 

• We are concerned about the lack of public involvement in the development of the proposed permanent rules to 
establish summer-time closures of thermal angling sanctuaries in our area.  We support the request sent by our local 

state legislators urging the Commission to postpone the vote on permanent rules so ODFW can deliver on additional 
public input promised by senior ODFW staff in March and again in April. 

• Our local businesses and anglers support efforts to conserve fish and wildlife populations.  Closures of fisheries or 

more restrictive regulations are appropriate tools to help address conservation challenges faces by fish populations. 
However, these decisions should be grounded in empirical data, focused on meeting a specific conservation need, 
and be reevaluated when that conservation need has been addressed.  We are concerned that the proposal before 
the Commission lacks these fundamental components.  As a result, we fear it will lack support from residents. 

• Instead of moving forward with the permanent rules, ODFW and the Commission should solicit input and feedback 
on the efficacy of temporary rules that are in place for this year.  There is no reason the Commission needs to move 
forward with permanent rules right now.    

 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Lisa Farquharson  
President / CEO  
The Dalles Area Chamber of Commerce 



Lisa Kingsley

From: Liz Hamilton <nsializ@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2020 2:04 PM
To: Curt.Melcher@STATE.OR.US; tucker.a.jones@state.or.us; odfw.commission@state.or.us
Subject: Thermal closures

Honorable Commissioners,  
 
We applaud the Commission and DFW Staff consideration of measures that are important for 
conservation for steelhead, in particular B run steelhead.  
  
NSIA has always supported what’s needed to conserve wild steelhead.  Over the decades of our 
existence we’ve supported emergency regulations to close certain areas during certain times, both due to 
temperature and stock status.   Sometimes, we’ve even proposed reg changes for conservation 
purposes.  All this has come at a cost to the businesses of NSIA, but the future of the resource is a key 
lens through which our policy recommendations are developed.  As such, we have supported the recent 
years' rolling closures and other measures, and note that non-treaty ESA impacts on Steelhead 
have consistently remained well below the allowed rate of 2%, including during recent low run years. 
  
We are concerned with promulgating permanent rules and guidance that may take away important fishing 
areas without appropriate flexibility for all the management layers, contributing factors and 
complexities.  You were briefed on these management layers and complexities yesterday.   More 
particularly, we are concerned for the scientific basis of the 75th percentile as a trigger.    
  
Given the extremely low ESA impact allocation on Steelhead utilized by the recreational fishery (less than 
1.5%), we find ourselves wondering if the impact benefits might even be meaningful given the larger 
management context.  Additionally, there are some unintended consequences you may wish to consider. 
  
Foremost, in years that wild steelhead return at higher abundances, it is likely that the hatchery steelhead 
will do so as well.  Removing important fishery areas when returns are improved will diminish our role in 
removing hatchery fish from the system.  Another important consideration is the public trust and support 
that the department has secured during the emergency closures.  They have worked with the stakeholder 
community in the development of rules, communicating the science and the needs for said rules.  The 
public is likely to feel that the recommended approach does not fit that standard. 
 
Liz Hamilton, Executive Director  
503.631.8859  503.704.1772m 
www.nsiafishing.org 

 https://www.facebook.com/NSIAFishing  
 https://www.instagram.com/nsiafishing 

  

Contribute TODAY  

 

 



Lisa Kingsley

From: Janet Gerard <jerger0315@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2020 2:17 PM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us
Subject: Agency lake catch and release proposal

 
Dear Commission. We have been fishing Agency Lake for the past 50 years and have kept a tally of fish caught 
and released for the last four years and the count goes down every year.  
We urge you to consider making Agency Lake catch and release to help save the trophy trout fishery.  
Janet and David Gerard 
Chiloquin, Oregon 
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